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Response to the Maternal Brain Article
There is some truth in the assertion by Craig and Kelly that mothers are made and not just born since the aspect of motherhood and the changes that occur is something that women have to develop over time through an experience in their various life cycles. As the particular mammal begins to shift the focus from just caring about to its offspring, there are a lot of changes that begin to happen in an effort to make the shift adoptable and therefore possible.  The research indicating that hormones are greatly involved in these changes is dependable since hormonal alteration can have an impact on the brain neurons which affects female behaviors. 
Development of maternal behavior may however not be the main contributing factor when it comes to brain development. Even though the research may be true on a few mammals, such a generalization may prove to be erroneous. However, the research by Frank A. at Yale University has some truth to be learned since hormones like estrogen and progesterone have an effect on the system of a range of mammals which gives us confidence that their effect might be almost the same to many mammals. Furthermore, the appearance and increase of these hormones at a particular stage in the development lifecycle of an animal in addition to the chemicals produced that affect the nervous system aim at adjusting the female mammal in readiness to the task of taking care of the young one.
Maternal behavior in whatever mammal is aimed at adjusting the female so that they can take care of their young ones in terms of food provision through lactation, protection and memory regulation which is key in handling the changes that occur in the various life cycle stages such as the need to multitask. I fully agree with the writer’s findings that brain changes that occur can act as a good explanation on why for instance mother rats are better than virgin once at navigation and capturing the pray to feed the infants. Therefore, I agree with the change in the female brains at various cycles initiated by difference hormonal variations discovered through the finding of Marian C. at the University of California. Hormones always play a big role in affecting how the brain cells respond to stimuli under different conditions. Therefore, this research is agreeable under all circumstances and applicable to males as well even though the area of application may vary. 
My opinion question is not on whether human females experience similar cognitive benefits as they transit from pregnancy to motherhood but on the extent to which this happens. I know that just like other animals, humans also have these changes even though there are notable variations that might hinder us from doing a direct comparison with mammals such as rats due to the complexity of human anatomy in comparison to other mammals. Sensory capabilities, for instance, is amongst the area that will be boosted for them allowing them to know and attend to their kids through other methods like odors and sounds in addition to other normal ways. This is key to ensuring a better care is offered to the kids making them grow better and healthier. I, however, think there might be other hormones and methods that contribute to this apart from cortisol since hormones involved in the sensory mechanism are many in humans. 
I don’t agree with the New England study by Thomas P. and the colleagues that those women who are above 40 in age live longer compared to those who gave birth at a tender age. My reasoning is since there are many reasons as to why someone may live longer than the other based on their varied lifestyles which determines their health outcomes and therefore using such small areas to make such a big conclusion is wrong. I believe this study has a better application on mothers due to the availability of data in comparison to non-mothers who contribute little when it comes to caring for the newborns even though they too form an integral part in the development of the newborns. Therefore, even though a study on the Brazilian monkey could give some insights on the same, the information is limited and therefore unreliable if a conclusion is to be made based on it as the only source of data. Therefore, in my conclusion, I agree with the fact that maternal brain is affected by various changes which are hormone generated and affect the functioning of the female’s brain for the benefit of the young one.
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